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VILLA ANGELA-ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL is a place where students 
grow in their faith, are challenged academically, are encouraged to follow 
their passions, and create lasting memories and friendships.

At VASJ, diversity is embraced and celebrated as something that makes 
our school truly special. Students at VASJ become members of our family 
and develop close relationships with their classmates and teachers. Our 
students embrace and respect differences in others and are committed to 
advocating for issues of peace and justice.

Ready to learn more? Schedule a tour today or attend an Open House 
and see who our students are, what our hallways look and sound like, and 
the atmosphere and culture of our school that makes VASJ truly special.

A D V A N T A G E

discover 
the VASJ

Upcoming Open House Dates
October 9, 2022 • November 3, 2022 • March 8, 2023



The success of our recent Keeping Our 
Promises Campaign was only possible due to 
the overwhelming support of the Villa Angela-
St. Joseph community. We are constantly 
reminded of the generous supporters who 
continue to help us fulfill VASJ’s mission. 

We are proud to be a Catholic, 
comprehensive college-preparatory school 
rooted in the Ursuline and Marianist traditions and committed to 
the spiritual, academic and personal growth of each student. The 
dedication and support of the VASJ community is why we have 
been able to accomplish so much over the course of the current 
school year. 

Current building projects include: 

• New front entrance doors installed (part of Keeping 
Our Promises Campaign)

• Teachers’ lounge remodeled
• VASJ Spirit Store remodeled
• Villa Angela Academy Heritage Center renovation in 

progress
• Girls’ locker room remodeled
• Several offices remodeled 

We will continue to send updates on the progress of the 
projects related to the campaign as they are available.

We have so much to offer our students and community, 
which is perfectly captured in our mission statement. 
Innovation is where we are headed, as we are committed to 
continuous improvement of the total student experience here 
at VASJ. We are blessed to be sponsored by both the Ursulines 
and the Marianists. With these two pillars as our foundation, 
combined with your support, we are certain that our school will 
continue to thrive. 

We ask that you share the good news about VASJ to the 
wider community. Promote VASJ and help us generate 
excitement about all the great things happening here. This will 
help us to take VASJ even further and increase the positive 
impact that we can make.

Your continued generosity will make a difference in the lives 
of our students as we strive to provide and sustain excellent 
curriculum, professional development, campus ministry and 
athletic programs. It’s because of you that we are able to 
maintain all the traditions that these walls contain, and we look 
forward to continuing those traditions for many years to come. 

We will continue to pray for all of you.

Thank you and God Bless,

Thomas M. Carone
VASJ President

Advertising/Copyright Information
Any viewpoints that are expressed are those of the editor, writers, or their subjects. 
COPYRIGHT 2022   VILLA ANGELA-ST.JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL. All rights reserved. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced for profit without the written permission 
of Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School. Printed by Northcoast Litho.
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IN THE VILLAGE
UKRAINE RELIEF EFFORT   //  SCHOLARSHIP DAY //  BLACK HISTORY MONTH

VASJ hosts annual Founders Day Mass, 
awards ceremony
BY KRISTEN MOTT

THE BEGINNING OF EVERY YEAR offers an opportunity for the Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School community to gather together to celebrate the 
school’s founders: Blessed William Joseph Chaminade, founder of the Society 
of Mary (Marianists), and St. Angela Merici, foundress of the Ursuline Sisters. 

The school community came together once again on Feb. 11 for the annual 
Founders Day Mass and awards ceremony.  

Fr. John Betters from Ss. Robert and William Parish served as celebrant for this 
year’s Mass. 

At the conclusion of Mass, students were awarded scholarship money related 
to the school’s sponsoring orders. Each of the scholarships was founded in the 
spirit of Fr. Chaminade or St. Angela Merici to recognize the accomplishments 
of current VASJ students.
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  Ursuline Service 
Scholarship
In keeping with the mission of 
the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland 
to transform society through 
social justice, the Ursuline Service 
Scholarship recognizes students who 
are generous in their service to school, 
church and community, and leadership 
in issues of justice. The recipient of a 
$500 scholarship is:
Sophomore Seneca Morton

  Sr. M. Ursula Fahey 
Scholarship
The Sr. M. Ursula Fahey Scholarship 
recognizes a daughter of a VA or VASJ 
alum who displays leadership in 
school, church and community. The 
recipient of a $500 scholarship is:
Sophomore Kailey Thomas 

  Anna Mae Eppich-Lang 
Scholarship
The Anna Mae Eppich-Lang Scholarship 
is an award in memory of Mrs. Lang. 
The recipient is a female resident 
of Cleveland who, in addition to 
performing well academically, has 
qualities that epitomize the spirit of 
VASJ. This year’s recipient of $500 is:
Junior Sabrina Uzomah

  Sr. Rosemary Hocevar 
Science Scholarship
Sr. Rosemary Hocevar is a former 
science and math teacher and principal 
of Villa Angela Academy; she continues 
her support of VASJ today.  The Sr. 
Rosemary Hocevar Science Scholarship 
is designated for current sophomores 
or juniors who have maintained a 2.5 
GPA, have demonstrated service to 
school, parish, and/or community, and 
are interested in a career in education, 
science, or math. Each of the following 
students was awarded $1,000:
Sophomore Sean DiDona
Junior Somkenechukwu 
Obiechina

  Sr. Naomi Schreiner 
Scholarship
The Sr. Naomi Schreiner Scholarship 
is named after a legendary longtime 
VASJ Hall of Fame teacher. This $500 
award is given to a senior who best 
represents the four characteristics 
of the National Honor Society – 
scholarship, leadership, service and 
character. The recipient of the $500 
award is:
Senior Lewis Davis

  Sr. Angela Marie 
Waldron Scholarship
The Sr. Angela Marie Waldron 
Scholarship recognizes a student who 
has shown a love of learning, has a 
grade point average of at least 3.0, 
participates in multiple activities and is 
active in his/her parish. The recipient of 
the $500 award is:
Sophomore  
Nicholas Dunmire

  Fr. Louis Wiesner 
Scholarship
The Fr. Louis Wiesner Scholarship was 
established in memory of the founding 
principal of St. Joseph High School. 
This scholarship is awarded to students 
who have demonstrated growth in the 
principles and characteristics of VASJ. 
Each of the following students received 
a $750 scholarship:
Junior Dylan Rhoad
Junior Darian Davis

  Marianist Excel Program
The Marianist Excel program, formerly 
the Marianist Urban Students 
Program,  was founded in 1990 and 
came to VASJ in 1999, with the first 
graduating class being in 2003. 
The Marianist Brothers and Priests 
contribute over $100,000 a year to 
operate this program. These students 
receive academic and social support 
at VASJ. The students in MEP receive 
over $10,000 in tuition scholarship 
aid during their four years. Those 
chosen for this program go through a 
thorough and competitive selection 
process. The current MEP students are:

FRESHMEN
Dedrick Davis
Kevin Davis
Dontae Fairfax
Allison Hockenberry
Jetaun Taylor
Keon Walthall
Vera Rucker
Myles Jackson
Tylen Bryant
Da’Vion Taylor
Darian Taylor
Carmello Jones

SOPHOMORES
Somto Amujiogu
Da’Shawn Floyd
De’Shawn Floyd
Autumn Hayes
Elijah Swader
Sydney Harris

JUNIORS
Savonda Jackson
Deangelo Irving
Cristan Williams
Royzell Gall Jr.

SENIORS
Kevin Laster
JoVon Riley
Anthony Dixon Jr.
Gbagalo Kennedy

VASJ students receive a variety 
of scholarships during VASJ’s 
annual Founders Day Mass. 
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 C ompeting in the girls state 
golf tournament at Ohio 
State University’s Gray 
Course in the fall felt like 
being part of a pro golf 

event for VASJ junior Samantha Turk. 
“Being at states in general was my 

favorite moment of the weekend,” Turk 
says. “Sharing this moment with my 
family and Coach Dunmire made it even 
more special. They have helped me a 
lot this year, so being able to share this 
experience with them was a favorite 
moment of mine.”

Turk started her Division II state golf 
run on Oct. 15 with a 77, landing her in 
eighth place. After a second round of 
competition on Oct. 16, Turk carded an 
89. She finished in a tie for 19th place out 
of 71 golfers, with a total gross score of 
166.

“It was an absolute blast watching 
Sammy compete down in Columbus,” 
says VASJ golf head coach Brian 
Dunmire. “Sammy drove the ball 
exceptionally long and straight all 
weekend. It was impressive. She was 
consistently putting it out there 40 to 80 
yards past many of her playing partners.”

Turk said she feels good about her 

overall performance at states. While she 
felt she hit her irons the best she ever 
has, she acknowledged that chipping 
and putting gave her some problems, 
especially on the second day.  

“Overall I felt like I put on a solid 
showing and put my name out there,” 
Turk says. 

With senior year on the horizon, 
Dunmire believes Turk has a shot to make 
another run this year. 

“She has proven she can compete with 
the best Ohio has to offer. Sammy is now 
deservedly in that conversation. And, with 
the way she works, I would not be at all 
surprised if she makes another deep run,” 
Dunmire says.

Besides physically competing against 
some of the best high school female 
golfers in the state, Turk said the 
competition also made her a better golfer 
mentally.

“I learned to forget bad shots or holes 
and just play each hole like the first,” she 
says. “This will help me for my senior 
season because I can stay good mentally 
on a big stage like states. I can dominate 
in matches and end up back in Columbus, 
but this time bring back some gold to the 
Viking Village.”

Samantha Turk ’23 reflects on state golf run
BY KRISTEN MOTT

VASJ honors 
veterans during 
school assembly

The Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School 
community gathered the morning of Thursday, 
Nov. 11 to honor all veterans during a school-
wide assembly.

Chuck Kortovich ’95 served as this year's 
keynote speaker. Jim Tobin, the father-in-law of 
Kortovich, introduced him to the students and 
also made special mention of VASJ staff who are 
veterans. 

Kortovich enlisted in the Marine Corps the 
summer after his junior year at VASJ. He left 
for boot camp the day after his high school 
graduation and served in the Marines for four 
years before he was honorably discharged in 
1999. After the tragic events of September 11, 
2001, he reenlisted and deployed to Iraq in 
2005 with the 3rd Battalion, 25th Marines. 

VASJ students lit memorial candles in honor 
of those who served in World War I, World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, 
Enduring Freedom and the War on Terror.  

Senior class president Kelsey Armen recited 
the Remembrance Prayer. 

At the end of the assembly, VASJ President 
Thomas M. Carone asked all students, faculty 
and staff, and guests to exit the gym in silence 
as a way to show respect and honor to those 
who have served.

Following the assembly, a memorial wreath 
was placed outside on the VASJ Veterans 
Memorial. The monument recognizes all who 
served, including alumni from Villa Angela 
Academy, St. Joseph High School and Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School, with special 
commemoration of Vikings killed in action.
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VASJ inducts 13 students  
into National Honor Society

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School was proud to induct 13 students 
into the National Honor Society the morning of March 31. 

Founded in 1921, the National Honor Society recognizes students 
each year for their commitment to and demonstration of the 
organization’s four pillars: Scholarship, Service, Leadership and 
Character.

Dean of Students Patricia Marxen served as this year’s guest speaker. 

Congratulations to the following inductees:

SENIOR
Eric Sito

JUNIORS
Roland Ivy Jr.
Mary Radachy
Vanessa Rivers
Sabrina Uzomah
Cristan Williams

SOPHOMORES
Somto Amujiogu
Tiana Belcher
Sean DiDona
Nicholas Dunmire
Timothy Gonakis
Joseph Mascaro
Ariana Somich

THIS SPRING, the Lithuanian Club 
on East 185th Street organized a 
drive to collect humanitarian aid for 
the people of Ukraine. When VASJ 
sophomore Seneca Morton learned 
about the collection, she decided to go 
above and beyond.

Seneca began contacting friends 
and family to ask for donations. At the 
end of the weekend, she had collected 
$1,000 and multiple bags of in-kind 
goods, including sleeping bags, diapers, 
first aid supplies and toiletries. 

Seneca said she saw the fundraiser as an 
amazing opportunity to get involved and 
that she's filled with compassion for the 
people of Ukraine. 

“Many people have lost everything. 
Having this opportunity has made me 
extremely grateful for everything that I 

VASJ sophomore Seneca Morton  
raises $1,000 for Ukraine relief effort
BY KRISTEN MOTT

clear very quickly that people 
desperately wanted to help, and 
VASJ's invitation to help get supplies 
directly to Ukrainians in need was an 
answer.

“Donations flowed in all weekend,” 
she says. “Seneca was deeply moved 
by all the giving. I'm grateful she had 
this kind of experience to show her 
the good each person — and lots of 

people — can do.”
VASJ faculty and staff also rose to the 

occasion, donating sleeping bags, medical 
supplies, clothing, baby products and more. 

In the end, two trucks and a minivan 
were filled with items to donate. The 
items were delivered to the Ukrainian 
Association of Ohio and airlifted to 
Poland and Ukraine where the items were 
needed most.

have because nobody knows if/when they 
are going to lose everything,” she says. 

Seneca’s mom, Sunny, said it became 

“HAVING THIS OPPORTUNITY 
HAS MADE ME EXTREMELY 

GRATEFUL FOR EVERYTHING 
THAT I HAVE .” 

SENECA MORTON
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Kevin Storey Scholarship Fund
Miranda Howard ‘22

Barbara A. Blaser Scholarship
Erika Elie ‘22
Amiah Bullock ‘24

Thomas Bodle Scholarship
Nicholas Dunmire ‘24
Samantha Turk ‘23
Brea Warner ‘23,
Johnathan Pitts ‘23
JoVon Riley ‘22 
Alexis Parks ‘22
Isaiah Batts ‘22

Rosalyn Capasso Scholarship
Ariana Somich ‘24

Patricia Boone Caravella VA 
‘73 Scholarship
Sean DiDona ‘24

Louis and Adele Caravella 
Scholarship
Zoe Davis ‘23

Centa Family Scholarship
Shane Waganek ‘25
Paul Kilroy ‘25

VASJ awards over $150,000 on Scholarship Day 
VILLA ANGELA-ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL was proud to award over $150,000 in scholarship money to students as part of 
the school’s annual Scholarship Day assembly on Feb. 18. More than 100 students received scholarships during this year’s event. 
Each of the scholarships recognizes the accomplishments and work ethic of current VASJ students. 

Clark Blaine Clark Award
Patrick Dunmire ‘22 

Vincent Continenza 
Scholarship
Da’Vion Taylor ‘25

Dailey Family Scholarship
Darion Taylor ‘25

Davis-Kerscher Scholarship
Laila Grice ‘23
Kylie Bosley ‘23
Dresden Frye ‘24

DeBartolo Fund Scholarship
Kailey Thomas ‘24

Joseph Farrell Memorial 
Scholarship
Rebecca Hamper ‘23

Umberto and Mary Ellen 
Fedeli Family Scholarship
Kahlan Kilburn ‘25
Maya Williams ‘25

Tom L. Fink Memorial 
Scholarship
Joey Oriani ‘25

Sally Furlich Scholarship
Shana Porter ‘22

Thomas J. Gentile Memorial 
Scholarship
John Vuraich ‘25

H.J. Jack Getler Memorial 
Scholarship
Isaac Bonner ‘22
Nacarre Nixon ‘22
Nina Davis ‘25
Carley Guy ‘24

Robert Gliha Memorial Award
Keemari Lacey ‘24 
Jaylen Felder ‘22 

Edward and Patricia Kaduk 
Scholarship
Isaiah Batts ‘22
Michael Croasmun Jr. ‘22

Kathryn Kerver Memorial 
Scholarship
Joshua Drabek ‘25
Daira Martinez ‘23

Richard and Collette Lieb 
Scholarship
William Flaisman ‘25
Sharriah Johnson ‘24
Hannah Trhlik ‘25
Brea Warner ‘23 
Lewis Davis ‘22
James Butler ‘23

Joy Kwasniak Swanson “Live 
For Joy” Memorial Scholarship
Terrance Dillard Jr. ‘25
Alana Bell ‘24
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Donald D. Lynch Family 
Foundation 
Fr. David McBriar, OFM 
Scholarship 
Roland Ivy Jr. ‘23

Donna Lynch Memorial 
Scholarship
Maura Murphy ‘25
Sophia Merkuloff ‘24

John and Margaret Lynch 
Family Memorial Scholarship
Larisa Kikic ‘25

Pat Lyons Memorial 
Scholarship
Austin Barnett ‘23
Autumn Hayes ‘24
Lamar Jackson ‘24
Juliana Szalay ‘24

Vincenzo A. Manno 
Scholarship Fund
Michael Arcaro ‘24
Noah Clarke ‘22
Gianna Grayson ‘23

Medical Alumni Scholarship
Niya Schady ‘22

Gloria “Mrs. M” Melaragno 
Scholarship
Josie Carpenter-Lewis ‘23

Frances Bernadette Meunier 
Memorial Scholarship
Esther Marshall ‘24
Bella Gembarski ‘24

Spirit and Service Scholarship
Bryce Bowles ‘23

Jared Plesec Scholarship
Adam Szmania ‘24 
Joseph Szmania ‘24 
Chloe Fuller ‘23
Seneca Morton ‘24

Fred & Diana Prince Science 
Scholarship
Matthew Nagy ‘24
Kyla Graham ‘23 

Timothy W. Robertson 
Memorial Scholarship
Jaden Williams ‘24
Noah Clarke ‘22
Andrew Spinks ‘24
Chineye Obiechina ‘24

Amy Sambula Memorial Spirit 
Scholarship
Maria Karboski ‘22
Randi Seagroves ‘22
Janae Yarboro ‘23

Joseph M. Scaminace 
Scholarship
Michael Taylor ‘22

Scheidel Scholarship
Sydney Harris ‘24 
Vanessa Rivers ‘23 
Austin Barnett ‘23
Brayden Daniels ‘24 
Braydis Daniels ‘24

Sandra and Dennis Slattery SJ 
’63 Scholarship
Savannah Anderson ‘24

St. Joseph Class of 1958 
Scholarship
Joey Webb ‘22
Macklin Muhlhan ‘23

St. Joseph Class of 1969 
Scholarship
Trinity Bates ‘22

St. Joseph Class of 1970 
Scholarship
Je’Nasia Cantie ‘22
Kyla Graham ‘23
Zachary Kohler ‘23

Judy and Roger Sustar 
Scholarship
Smyira Petty ‘22
Nina Davis ‘22
Da’Vion Taylor ‘25
KaeVaun Blair ‘25
Timothy Bopp ‘23
Amy Conway ‘23

Evelyn A. Svete Memorial 
Scholarship
Tiana Belcher ‘24
Ryan O’Connell ‘22
Alisa Jordan ‘22

Jeff and Sandra Turner 
Scholarship
Vanessa Rivers ‘23
Dylan Rhoad ‘23

Nicholas Valentino Memorial 
Scholarship
Titus Bates ‘22
Timothy Gonakis ‘25
Makaila Alexander ‘22
Allison Hockenberry ‘25 

Joseph P. Veasey Scholarship
Darian Davis ‘23

Viking Scholarship
Breylen Moore ‘25
Eliana Mills ‘24
Colin Hatcher ‘23
Iyanna Battle ‘22

Peter C. & Eileen R. Welsh 
Scholarship
Darnell Randle ‘24
Amiah Bullock ‘24
Charles Kortovich ‘22

Vincent and Kay Petteruti 
Scholarship
Charles Mullin ‘22 
Timothy Bopp ‘22
Kasey Freeman ‘24

Zlatoper Family Scholarship
Charlotte Gustovic ‘23
Makaila Alexander ‘22

Friends of VASJ Scholarship
RiKya Lucas ‘22

Howley Family Scholarship
Ari Jones
Alexzandra Lang
Brooklein Henderson
Brady McNulty
Chase Polunus
Christianna Wilson
Darnell Randle
Dennis Tripp
Destiny Washington
Jonasia Kidd
Deborah Adegbite
Somto Amujiogu
La’Tisha Bendter
Nashir Graves
Brandon Johnson
Nikiya Schady
Mary Rice
Jasmine Ellul
Ta’Dreana Tate
Terrance Moore
Ja’Myla Brooks
Colin Hatcher
Maria Karboski
Mary Radachy
Za’Niyah Smith
Gaia Taylor
Nathan Udics
Nicholas Udics
Sydney McDowell
Natalie Rutkowski
Zachary Banasik
Rachel Barker
Devin Cook
Patrick Dunmire
Thomas  Kelsey
Sha’Miah Richardson
Tamia Young
Isaiah Batts
Da’nae Seals

Did you know that VASJ is on Niche.com?
With in-depth profiles on hundreds of schools, Niche.com helps 
connect prospective families with top-rated schools in their area. Take 
a virtual tour of VASJ, learn about our admissions process, discover 
upcoming events and more by checking out our profile at  
niche.com/k12/villa-angela-st-joseph-high-school-cleveland-oh.
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THE VASJ DANCE TEAM TRAVELED to Orlando this spring to 

compete at NDA Nationals for the second year in a row! 

The team advanced to finals and ended up placing 15th out of 26 teams 

from around the country in the Small Varsity Hip-Hop category.

We’d like to extend a big thank you to all of our generous donors 

who helped our Dance Team get to Nationals this year. Our team had 

an amazing experience, and we’re very proud of their hard work and 

accomplishments this season.

VASJ Dance Team competes at NDA Nationals

VASJ celebrates student-
athletes on Signing Days

The Viking community was proud to recognize 
eight student-athletes who signed letters of intent this 
year. Four seniors signed their letters on National 
Signing Day, Feb. 2, while another four signed letters 
on Spring Signing Day, May 11.

Family members, coaches and fellow students 
attended both celebrations to honor our amazing 
seniors. 

Congratulations to the following students: 
Iyanna Battle - Florida Gulf Coast University, 
volleyball 
Shiya Clayton - Tri-C, women’s basketball 
Mack Flynn - Robert Morris University, football 
Ty Howard - Duquesne University, football
Jalen Minter - Seton Hill University, football
Randi Seagroves - Lakeland Community College, 
volleyball
Andre Terry - Lake Erie College, football
Zac Tizzano - Tri-C, baseball
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 For the second year in a row, Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School held 
a Black History Month celebration 
throughout the month of February. 

While the first year’s celebration in 2021 
was spearheaded by a group of seniors, this 
year’s activities were planned by a larger 
group of students from all grade levels who 
came together to create a much fuller and 
richer experience.

“The teachers and students here agree that 
it is vital to celebrate Black History Month 
in a positive and uplifting way so that our 
students can understand the full weight of 
what it means to be a diverse community,” 
says VASJ English teacher Christin 
Coughlin. 

VASJ sophomore Somto Amujiogu 
contributed cultural items that were 
displayed in the school during February. The 
items were native to Nigeria, which is where 
Somto’s family originates from. 

VASJ students Amya Jackson, Amiah 
Bullock and Josie Carpenter-Lewis helped 
to coordinate an art project to honor Black 
History Month. During lunch periods, 
students were invited to paint their hands to 
create a poster with the word “Ubuntu” on 
it to represent unity at VASJ. The beautiful 
collage hung in the cafeteria during this 
spring for all to see. 

Another highlight of the month was a 
school-wide essay contest. Modified English 
teacher Debra Beavers came up with the 
idea after working on a similar contest at a 
former school.

“It allowed students to showcase their 
writing talents while, at the same time, 
researching historical African-American 
personalities,” Beavers says. “I felt that at 
the high school level, students had an even 
wider perspective of deeper topics and could 
express their thoughts more profoundly.”

VASJ community honors Black History Month
BY KRISTEN MOTT

VASJ students 
work together 

to create a 
mural for Black 
History Month.

VASJ students 
attend annual 
Mass for Life
EIGHTEEN STUDENTS from 
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High 
School attended the Mass for Life 
Jan. 21 at the Cathedral of St. 
John the Evangelist in downtown 
Cleveland.  

Groups from 10 local high 
schools, along with students 
from six elementary schools and 
seminarians from Borromeo and 
Saint Mary seminaries, gathered 
together to pray for unborn 
children and recognize the 
importance of protecting human 
life. Bishop Edward Malesic 
celebrated the annual diocesan 
Mass for Life. 

Junior Kyla Graham served as 
a lector for the second reading 
during Mass.

Senior Nina Davis won first place in the 
essay contest, while senior Jayda Bacchus 
took home second place. 

Nina says she jumped at the opportunity 
to share her thoughts on what makes VASJ 
so distinct from other high schools.

“I think it’s important to have diversity 
among students because lots of kids 
might not fit in, which could cause them 
to change themselves just to fit in and 
they would end up losing themselves,” 
she says.

Coughlin commented that reading Nina’s 
essay for the first time was both “devastating 
and encouraging.”

“I was so shocked to read about the tragic 
treatment that she had endured as a child 
because of her race, but I was so encouraged 
to know that VASJ became not only a safe 
space for her to be but also a place where 
she could thrive among both black and white 
peers,” Coughlin says. 

Jayda’s essay dealt with similar themes 
and highlighted the importance of spending 
time with people from different backgrounds 
and cultures.

“It was great as a teacher to see two 
different students confirming that VASJ 
has been a place where they felt they could 
express themselves freely, make friends 
with students of different races, and just be 
happy and accepted as a person in general,” 
Coughlin says.
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Architect selection
This spring, VASJ selected HD+S as the 

architectural firm for the implementation 
of projects related to the school's 
Keeping Our Promises Campaign. 
VASJ President Thomas M. Carone and 
other members of VASJ staff have been 
meeting weekly with the architects to 
discuss the details of construction plans 
and an implementation timeline. The 
team is also in the midst of creating 
designs for the future STEM Lab on 
campus.

 T hanks to the incredible generosity of our donors, Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School not only met but exceeded 
our goal of $5.5 million for the school’s Keeping Our Promises Campaign at the start of this year. We want to 
extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who helped make our first-ever comprehensive campaign a success. 

With a public phase launched in Spring of 2021, the Keeping Our Promises Campaign served as the first-ever 
comprehensive campaign in the school’s history. Significant research and planning occurred over a two-year period to lay the 
foundation for key goals to strengthen VASJ as a school of choice and to secure its long-term future.

The $5.5 million initiative included four main elements: Promise Scholarships, 21st-Century Learning Environments, Safe 
and Secure Entrances, and Energy-Efficient Windows and Upgraded Architecture. 

Since reaching our campaign goal, many plans have been put in place as we look forward to the beginning of the 
construction phase. Here’s where we currently stand:

New front  
doors installed

Visitors to VASJ will notice some 
changes to the facade of the building! 

Over spring break, brand-new doors 
were installed at all front entrance points. 
The doors were made possible thanks to 
a generous gift from Alan ’68 and Becky 
Kreczko as part of the school’s Keeping 
Our Promises Campaign. 

The doors provide a great facelift to 
the facade and let in plenty of natural 
sunlight, illuminating the front entrance.

Stewardship  
Committee created

VASJ has formed a Stewardship 
Committee to assist with the 
coordination and implementation of 
projects related to the school’s $5.5 
million Keeping Our Promises Campaign.

The committee, which is composed 
of key donors and select campaign 
co-chairs, will meet monthly with VASJ 
President Thomas M. Carone. Committee 
members will also work closely with the 
VASJ Board of Advisors and the Catholic 
Diocese of Cleveland to coordinate 
campaign plans.

The goal of the committee is to 
steward pledges and help VASJ 
successfully implement all of the critical 
projects that are part of the campaign.

A look at construction updates and future plans after  
exceeding $5.5 million campaign goal

BY KRISTEN MOTT

1 2 3

Keeping Our Promises 
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To watch a campaign thank you video from our 
students, please visit bit.ly/KOPthankyou.

Visit vasj.com/keepingourpromises to learn more 
about VASJ’s Keeping Our Promises Campaign.

hosts Florida  
alumni gathering 
VASJ PRESIDENT THOMAS M. CARONE 
and Coach John Storey ’59 hosted an alumni 
gathering in Naples, Florida, this spring. 

About 50 St. Joseph High School and Villa 
Angela Academy alumni attended the event 
at the Estuary at Grey Oaks. Carone and Storey 
held an informal meet and greet as they shared 
an update on the state of the school and the 
impact of VASJ’s $5.5 million Keeping Our 
Promises Campaign. 

A very special thank you to Joe Scaminace ’71 
for hosting this year’s gathering. 

VASJ PRESIDENT 

KEEPING OUR PROMISES
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GRADUATION 2022

VASJ celebrates graduates at  
Class of 2022 Commencement

BY KRISTEN MOTT

FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS, coaches, and faculty and staff gathered together at Ss. Robert and William Parish in Euclid the 
evening of May 23 to celebrate the Class of 2022. 

One hundred and four students were part of this year’s graduating class. Sixty-six percent of the class reported receiving merit-
based college scholarships, totaling over $9.2 million. Many students are also entering the workforce or serving in the military. 

William Raddell ’68 welcomed the crowd to the graduation ceremony before introducing this year’s senior speakers. Speakers 
included valedictorian Paul Paciorek, Mario Palomino, Melana Blase and Michael Taylor.

After receiving their high school diplomas, Raddell blessed the class, and VASJ President Thomas M. Carone gave a farewell 
address. Students then proudly sang VASJ’s alma mater as they were welcomed into the alumni family. 

Students in the senior class were also presented with a variety of commencement awards distributed during the ceremony. 

National Federation 
of State High School 
Associations Award of 
Excellence
Josephine DiDona and 
Matthew Okocha

Ohio High School Athletic 
Association Scholar 
Athlete Award
Abigail Buzdon and Patrick 
Dunmire

Ohio High School Athletic 
Association Archie Griffin 
Sportsmanship Award
Iyanna Battle and  
Joshua Hatcher

Ohio High School Athletic 
Association Courageous 
Student Award
Sean Doley

Outstanding Achievement 
in English
Megan O’Donnell

Outstanding Achievement 
in Mathematics
Megan O’Donnell

Outstanding Achievement 
in Religion
Melana Blase

Outstanding Achievement 
in Science
Niya Schady

Outstanding Achievement 
in Social Studies
Paul Paciorek

Outstanding Achievement 
in World Languages
Shana Porter

Valedictorian
Paul Paciorek

Salutatorian
Megan O’Donnell

Phi Beta Kappa 
Paul Paciorek

First Honors Student 
(Each Quarter for Four 
Years): Abigail Buzdon, 
Lewis Davis, Josephine 
DiDona, Patrick Dunmire, 
Julia Mucci, Megan 
O’Donnell, Matthew 
Okocha, Paul Paciorek, 
Filippo Pavlica, Smyira 
Petty, Shana Porter, and 
Jariah Sturghill

President’s Education 
Awards Program for 
Outstanding Academic 
Excellence: Abigail 
Buzdon, Josephine DiDona, 
Patrick Dunmire, Joshua 
Hatcher, Thomas Kelsey, 

Megan O’Donnell, Paul 
Paciorek, Filippo Pavlica, 
Eric Sito

Timothy Robertson Award
Abigail Buzdon

Jared Plesec Award
Miranda Howard and Emily 
Reichert

St. Angela Award 
Melana Blase

Blessed William Joseph 
Chaminade Award 
Gbagalo Kennedy



12    VASJ MAGAZINE    SPRING/SUMMER 2022 VASJ.COM    216.481.8414    13

GRADUATION 2022
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Did you know that Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School is on LinkedIn? 
Connect with us to stay up to date on school news, learn about available job 
opportunities and network with other Vikings. 

Be sure to also add VASJ to the education section of your profile to connect 
with alumni all over the world. 

CONNECT WITH 
VASJ ON

Congratulations to this year’s 
valedictorian Paul Paciorek and 
salutatorian Megan O’Donnell! 
Paul plans to attend The Ohio State 
University, while Megan will be 
heading to Cleveland State University. 
Congratulations to Paul, Megan and all 
members of the VASJ Class of 2022!

GRADUATION 2022

Congratulations to the VASJ Class of 2022! 
We’re so proud of you and can’t wait to watch what you accomplish next in your lives! 
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 Nearly 300 guests 
joined together on 
April 30 to celebrate 
Villa Angela-
St. Joseph High 

School’s achievements and pledge 
their commitment to its continued 
growth and success during the 
school’s Continue the Dream gala. 

Thanks to the dedicated support 
of generous donors and sponsors, 
the school was able to raise over 
$175,000, ensuring that students 
can continue to receive a quality, 
Catholic education at VASJ rooted 
in the Ursuline and Marianist 
traditions. 

“I could never find the words 
to express my sincere gratitude 
to the entire Viking Village for an 
amazing evening at our Continue 
the Dream gala,” says VASJ 
President Thomas M. Carone. 
“Thank you for your continued 
support, for your prayers, and 
for your commitment to the total 
student experience here at VASJ.”

After a welcome from Carone 
and VASJ Principal Lorenzo M. 
Jones, former FOX 8 Cleveland 
sports anchor and emcee John 
Telich took to the stage to kick off 
the event. VASJ sophomore Ariana 
Somich dazzled the crowd by 
singing the National Anthem. 

Students were a focal point of 
the evening from volunteering as 
servers to helping with raffle items 

to sharing their school experiences 
with guests. Senior Gbagalo 
Kennedy, one of the evening’s 
student speakers, discussed his 
involvement with the school’s 
Marianist Excel Program (formerly 
MUSP) and the opportunity it 
provided him to attend a Catholic 
high school. 

“I knew that the only way I 
was going to be able to go to a 
good Catholic high school was 
if I got a scholarship,” Gbagalo 
says. “Fortunately, I didn't have 
to look too far. VASJ’s MUSP 
director at the time came to visit 
St. Jerome and talked to us about 
the Marianist Urban Students 
Program, a program that offers 
financial, academic and social 
support to students in eighth grade 
who display good grades, school 
leadership and want to be a part 
of a Catholic school community. I 
was able to get into this program, 
and it is the reason I can attend 
VASJ today.”

Junior Maria Karboski, the 
second featured student speaker 
of the evening, highlighted the 
importance of Catholic education 
in her household and shared about 
the sacrifices her parents made 
to send her and her siblings to 
Catholic school. 

“When it came time for me to 
attend high school, I had a few 
options in mind, but the first day I 

came to VASJ to shadow, I knew 
this was the place I wanted to go,” 
Maria says. “And looking at the 
tuition, I knew I was going to work 
hard to get as much help as I could 
for my parents. I work incredibly 
hard every day to maintain the 
scholarships I’ve earned. The 
scholarships cover most of my 
tuition and have offered me an 
incredible opportunity here at 
VASJ.”

The crowd, which consisted 
of alumni, parents, friends of the 
school, parents, and faculty and 
staff, enjoyed a delicious meal 
prepared by AVI and had the 
chance to bid on one-of-a-kind 
live auction items. The evening 
included recognition of our VASJ 
Hall of Fame 2020 inductees as 
well. 

This year’s gala also marked 
the school’s first-ever online silent 
auction, allowing guests and those 
at home to bid on a variety of 
exciting auction items via their 
smartphone, tablet, or computer. 

Rock Radio Band, which 
includes VASJ’s Fine Arts teacher 
Walter Spisak, kept the party going 
all night long with live music and 
dancing. 

A special thank you to this 
year’s sponsors: Ursuline Sisters 
of Cleveland, Cleveland Clinic 
– Euclid Hospital, Don ’70 and 
Mary Jo Dailey, and KeyBank. 

VASJ community raises over $175,000 at 
Continue the Dream gala

B Y  K R I S T E N  M O T T 

CONTINUE THE DREAM GALA
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CONTINUE THE DREAM GALA

T H A N K YO U  TO  O U R  S P O N S O R S ! 
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland  •  Cleveland Clinic - Euclid Hospital  

Don ‘70 and Mary Jo Dailey  •  KeyBank
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CONTINUE THE DREAM GALA
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CONTINUE THE DREAM GALA
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Your 
classmates 
want to hear 
from you!
Did you graduate from 
college? Get married? 
Have a baby? Win an 
award? Celebrate an 
anniversary? Retire? 
Whatever it is, your 
classmates want to 
hear all about it! 

Visit vasj.com/
classnotes to submit 
your news today.

Jonathan Rutherford ’89
ST. JOSEPH ALUMNUS Jonathan Rutherford ’89 has expanded his servicing market to include the greater 
Cleveland area under a co-branding deal with Elite Sotheby’s International Realty in Pepper Pike, Ohio, 
while simultaneously continuing to service the Washington, D.C., and Maryland markets with TTR Sotheby’s 
International Realty.

The Jonathan Rutherford Group of Elite Sotheby’s International Realty brings over 20 years’ worth of 
successful real estate experience as a global real estate adviser.

Rutherford began his career in the real estate industry in 1997 with the Allstate Home and Property Insurance 
Company as an underwriter for the national flood insurance division. He later worked as a business analyst for 
the NASA Center for Aerospace and Information.

In 2001, he was recruited to work for RE/MAX International as a regional 
management consultant. Rutherford was soon moved into the role of regional 
franchise development consultant for the Pennsylvania and Delaware region. He 
later served as the vice president of operations and corporate partnerships for an 
affiliate.

Rutherford has held the distinguished honor of being a panel moderator and 
speaker at international conventions and has been featured on HGTV’s “Design 
to Sell” and “Get it Sold!” He holds extensive knowledge of marketing and 
industry trends in the ever-changing real estate market.

He is a 1989 alumnus of St. Joseph High School, an alumnus of Hampton 
University, and a proud graduate of the University of the District of Columbia, 
where he earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree in finance.

Learn more at www.JonathanRutherford.com or www.JonathanRutherford.biz. 

CLASS NOTES
NOTABLE ALUMNI // UPCOMING REUNIONS // IN MEMORIAM

1990s

1  Dr. DeMoncheri Harris ’93 is a 
health scientist at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in Atlanta, GA. She recently 
graduated from the Cornell 
University-CDC Diversity and 
Inclusion Certificate Program 
and was a featured panelist on 
“CDC Women in Health and 
Science: Blazing New Trails 
for the Next Generation” for 
Women’s History Month.

2  Dr. Heidi Krebs ’93 was 
recently inducted into the 
Cincinnati Semi-Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. She is the fifth 
member of the Cincinnati Sizzle 
Women’s professional football 
team to receive this honor. Her 

accomplishments as a player and a 
coach were recognized. The Sizzle 
made post-season appearances 
in 2013, 2016 and 2017. The 
Sizzle won a National League 
Championship title in 2016. Last 
fall, Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley 
issued a proclamation declaring 
Oct. 10, 2021, “Cincinnati 
Sizzle Day,” commemorating 
the team’s 18-year history 
representing Cincinnati in 
women’s professional football.

2000s

3  Wedding bells were ringing 
when Liz Delehanty ’09 married 
Matt Davis on June 11, 2022. 
The couple resides in Delaware 
with their rescue pup, Harvey. 

1

2

3
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CLASS NOTES

THE VASJ GYMNASIUM WAS 
TRANSFORMED into a Winter 
Wonderland the morning of 
Dec. 11 for the school’s first 
Christmas in the Village event. 

More than 100 adults and 
children gathered at the Viking 
Village for a breakfast buffet, 
Christmas craft stations, games 
and photos with Santa. 

“Watching our littlest Vikings 
have so much fun in the same 
gym their parents made four 
years’ worth of memories in 
was an amazing sight to see,” 
says former Director of Alumni 
Relations Cheryl Stashinko ’03. 
"We also welcomed members 
of our Collinwood/Euclid 
community as well as our own 
faculty and staff. Christmas in the 
Village was a great way for us to 
open our doors and showcase 
the spirit of VASJ."

VASJ was proud to partner 
with SRW Guardian Angels 
Early Learning Center (GAELC), 
which sponsored two of the 
craft tables, as well as K&P 
Photography, an alumni-owned 
business that sponsored photos 
with Santa. Families left with 
sweet treats provided by Piece 
of Cake Bakery, a Viking family-
owned business. 

Mike Moran ’69 inducted into  
Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame 

Former VASJ boys basketball head coach Mike Moran ’69 was inducted into the Ohio Basketball 
Hall of Fame on April 9 in Columbus as part of the Class of 2020. 

Moran, who is also a member of the VASJ Hall of Fame, coached at both the high school and 
collegiate level for decades. During his 11 seasons as basketball head coach at St. Joseph High School, 
Moran won two state championships and captured nine district championships and four regional titles.

Moran continued his coaching prowess at John Carroll University. Over the course of 25 years, he 
led his teams to the NCAA tournament 12 times, advancing to the Final Four in 2004. Mike Moran ‘69

VASJ hosts first Christmas in the Village event
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CLASS NOTES

VASJ names 
Kristen Mott 
’09 director of 
communications 
and constituent 
relations

Kristen Mott ’09 has 
been named the director of 
communications and constituent 
relations at Villa Angela-St. Joseph 
High School. She assumed the 
role on April 1.

Mott joined VASJ in September 
2019 as communications and 
marketing coordinator. Mott will 
continue her communications 
duties while also working with 

alumni, 
donors 
and key 
community 
partners in 
her new role. 

“VASJ has 
always held a 
special place 
in my heart, 
which is why 

it was such an easy decision to 
take a position here several years 
ago,” Mott says. “I’m excited to 
work with our constituent base in 
this new role while also helping to 
propel the school forward.”

After graduating from 
Cleveland State University in 
2013 with a degree in journalism 
and promotional communication, 
Mott worked in the publishing 
industry for six years, serving 
as a reporter and an editor for a 
number of publications. She and 
her husband live in Willoughby 
with their dog, Bailey. 

VASJ Board of Advisors names  
Richard Osborne ’69 president emeritus
BY KRISTEN MOTT 

I n recognition of his 
service to Villa Angela-
St. Joseph High School, 
Richard Osborne ’69 
was designated president 

emeritus by the VASJ Board of 
Advisors on March 8. 

Board members presented 
Osborne with a framed certificate 
during a special dinner. Patrick Gliha ’03, VASJ board chair, said Osborne was given the 
title president emeritus due to his dedicated leadership to the school while serving as past 
president and former board chair, calling him a “true Viking.”

“VASJ is incredibly fortunate to have a long list of individuals who have consistently 
gone above and beyond for our school,” Gliha says. “We are even more fortunate to have 
Rich Osborne at the top of that list. Rich has set the bar high for all of us who follow and 
shown what it truly means to be a servant leader.” 

VASJ President Thomas M. Carone added that being recognized as president emeritus is 
well-deserved for Osborne. 

“Rich Osborne’s dedication to Catholic education over the years built the foundation of 
much of the success we are blessed with at VASJ,” Carone says. 

Euclid Nutrition, which is owned 
by alumna Mariah McGhee '15, 
officially opened in January. 
Dana Heil, VASJ board member 
and executive director of the 
Euclid Chamber of Commerce, 
attended a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the business 
at Shore Center Plaza. 

Euclid Nutrition offers healthy 
shakes, energizing coffee 
and tea, and good vibes. 
McGhee also owns Heights 
Nutrition in Lyndhurst. 

Kristen Mott ’09



22    VASJ MAGAZINE    SPRING/SUMMER 2022 VASJ.COM    216.481.8414    23

St. Joseph Class of 1972
The St. Joseph Class of 1972 will gather Thursday, Aug. 
11-Sunday, Aug. 14 for a 50th reunion weekend celebration.

Thursday, August 11 - 
Gathering with the ‘72 Guys
When: 6 p.m.
Location: Spirits in Willoughby 
/ 3872 Erie St., Willoughby
Cost: Cash bar (pay at Spirits)

Friday, August 12 - Golf Outing
When: 1 p.m.
What: 18-hole scramble
Location: Briardale Greens 
Golf Course / 24131 
Briardale Ave., Euclid
Cost: Green fee plus $10 for 
prize money (pay at course)

Saturday, August 13 - 50th 
Reunion Party with Classmates
When: 6-10 p.m.
Location: Villa Angela-St. 
Joseph High School / 18491 
Lakeshore Blvd., Cleveland
Cost: $50 per person; Heavy 
hors d’oeuvres and beer + 
soft drinks included. Bring 
your own wine/liquor.

Info: Dress for the weather 
- party will be held outside 
(weather permitting)

Sunday, August 14 - 
Mass and Brunch
When: Mass starts at 10:30 a.m. 
/ Brunch immediately following
Location: Villa Angela-St. 
Joseph High School / 18491 
Lakeshore Blvd., Cleveland
Cost: $22 (includes ‘72 
alum + guest) 

Visit vasj.com/sj72 for 
more details about the 
reunion weekend.

The Class of ‘72 also has a class 
goal to raise $100,000 for their 
50th reunion gift! Please consider 
making a minimum gift of “$500 
for 50 years” if you are able. You 
can make a single gift or pay a 
pledge over up to five years.

Visit vasj.com/sj72donate to 
learn more about the class gift. 

If your class is planning a reunion in 2022, please contact the  
Alumni Office at alumni@vasj.com to inform the school of your event!

St. Joseph Class of 1961
The St. Joseph Class of 1961 will celebrate its “Sixty-First for 
the Class of ‘61” Reunion on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022.

The evening will include Mass, happy hour and dinner 
at VASJ. Fr. Jim Heft, S.M. will officiate the Mass.

Stay tuned for more details at vasj.com/sj61. 

CLASS NOTES

Upcoming Reunions

VA Heritage Center committee seeking 
memorabilia

The Villa Angela Academy Heritage Center committee is seeking donations of memorabilia to be displayed in 
the new space. Items such as yearbooks, photographs, uniforms, musical programs and other mementos will 
be on display.

To avoid receiving duplicate items, if you’re interested in donating a memento, please take a photo and email it to 
shodap@me.com. The committee will then review the item to determine whether it can be used in the new space.

To learn more about the Villa Angela Academy Heritage Center, visit vasj.com/VAcenter.

The St. Joseph 
Class of 1972 
is planning a 
full weekend of 
reunion events.
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VILLA ANGELA-ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL extends deepest condolences to alumni, family and friends who have passed. We 
pause to remember and pray for the following losses in the Viking family:

OUR ALUMNI 
Louis J. Apuzzio ‘64
James P. Arbaczewski ‘75
James M. Barnard ‘58
Justin Brazie ‘90
David R. Browne ‘56
Daniel R. Busher ‘70
Michael P. Butler ‘67
Robert Deatsch ‘75
Mary (nee Sweeny) Deinhart ‘48
Joseph Denk ‘55
Marcus English ‘75
John A. Fakult ‘60
Jerome A. Fitzpatrick ‘56
Robert L. Edelman ‘55
Bonnie (nee Fox) Egan ‘73
Frank Gabrenya ‘64
George L. Gamber ‘64
Robert A. Gramc ‘73
James L. Greener, II ‘62
Susanne (nee Trepal) Hahn ‘65
Robert Hauser ‘61
Robert J. Hogan ‘59
Craig S. Kaufman ‘88
Janet (nee Kearns) Qualters ‘59
Diane (nee Kechisen) Kern ‘74
Sr. Marie Canice Kilkenny ‘46
Keith R. Koepke ‘74
Richard J. Kosmerl ‘57

Emil E. Kotnik ‘58
Charles Lang ‘58
Dennis Marek ‘67
Timothy S. McCreary ‘60
Robert A. Mucci ‘60
Daniel O’Neil ‘70
Richard C. O’Neil ‘61
Kevin O’Neill ‘57
Lyle A. Pastoret ‘71
Ronald A. Petkovic ‘68
Thomas Pope ‘60
Robert Dean Rasmussen ‘83
Mark R. Reilly ‘73
Anthony C. Russo ‘59
Joseph D. Russo ‘80
Willard F. Schade ‘59
William Schober ‘63
Jeannette L. (nee Goulet) 
Lucak Schroeder ‘46
Robert J. Simenc ‘66
Charles Skripko ‘60
Brandon Smith ‘98
Terrence Srpan ‘68
Joan (nee Longo) Strong ‘55
John E. Tigue Jr. ‘60
Anthony R. Tisovec ‘58
Louis H. Totedo ‘61
Joseph E. Whalen Jr. ‘59
Admiral Ronald Zlatoper ‘59

In Memoriam

FAMILY
Thomas DeMay - Husband of 
Laureen (nee Leahy) DeMay ‘49

Christine Mersnik - Daughter 
of Joe Mersnik ‘58

John Moloney Jr. - Father of 
Mark Moloney ‘70, Michael 
Moloney ‘72, Kathleen 
Moloney, Thomas Moloney 
‘77, Fr. John Moloney ‘81

Leo R. Reichard - Husband 
of Kathleen Reichard ‘55

Carol Sheck - Wife of the 
late Michael Sheck ‘61

William M. Denihan ‘55
VASJ Hall of Famer William M. Denihan ‘55 passed away on 
May 23 at the age of 85. 

Denihan served as CEO of the Alcohol, Drug Addiction and 
Mental Health Services Board, which he helped create in 2009 
and led for 15 years before retiring in 2017. He was also the 
executive director of the county’s Division of Children and 
Family Services.

Denihan was inducted into the VASJ Hall of Fame in 
November 2018.

FACULTY & STAFF 

Fr. Philip K. Eichner - 
Former Latin teacher

Pauline M. Finkle - Former 
receptionist at St. Joseph High 
School for many years. She 
also volunteered for Bingo and 
loved playing it at the school 
when she wasn’t working. 

Steven M. Gansey, Sr. - Former 
school bus driver at VASJ

Louis A. Pelton - Former 
Industrial Arts teacher

David Sprochi - Former 
baseball coach

CLASS NOTES

Reconnect with us 
Did you recently move? Are you no longer receiving email communications?  Has your name changed?  

Please take a moment to update your alumni contact information by visiting  
vasj.com/contactinformation. We look forward to reconnecting with you and welcoming you back to the Viking Village! 
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Reader Feedback
We’d love to hear your thoughts on VASJ Magazine. Send your questions,  
comments or concerns to Kristen Mott at kmott@vasj.com or 216-481-8414 ext. 235.

Get Social with VASJ
Keep up with what’s happening at VASJ through our social media accounts.

VASJ.COM

VASJ ADMINISTRATION BOARD OF ADVISORS 2021-22

spring/summer 2022M A G A Z I N E

Patrick Gliha ‘03, Chair
Ivy Banks ‘97
Patrick Bradford ‘19
Fr. Ted Cassidy, SM
Susan Podboy Coan ‘73
Lee Altovese Coe ‘94
Don Dailey ‘70
Patrick Dulzer ‘93

Sr. Maureen Grady ‘64
Dana Heil
Kristian Jarosz ‘91
Patrick Osborne ‘03
Pat Pannitto ‘78
Germaine Polensek ‘73
Jim Tobin
Vince White-Petteruti ‘69

PUBLISHING STAFF

Published by Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
www.vasj.com

EDITOR

Kristen Mott ‘09
ART DIRECTOR

J.L. Perkins
PHOTOGRAPHY

Kristen Mott ’09, Bonnie B. Photography,  
K&P Photography, Various contributors

OUR MISSION Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School is a Catholic, comprehensive college-
preparatory school rooted in the Ursuline and Marianist traditions and committed to the spiritual, 
academic and personal growth of each student.

/VASJHighSchool /vasjhighschool

/VASJHighSchool /VASJHighSchool

PRESIDENT

Thomas M. Carone
PRINCIPAL

Lorenzo M. Jones
DEAN OF ACADEMICS

Patricia Marxen
DEAN OF STUDENT LIFE

Michael T. Gavin
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

Kellie Watrobski ‘03
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

Patricia G. Egan
DIRECTOR OF ANNUAL FUND

Erin Julian ‘00
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND 
CONSTITUENT RELATIONS

Kristen Mott ’09
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Robert Buskey



24    VASJ MAGAZINE    SPRING/SUMMER 2022 VASJ.COM    216.481.8414    3

OUR SCHOOL TAGLINE includes the words “Faith. Family. Future.” because we’re 
rooted in faith, committed to family and building our future. Our ultimate goal is to 
prepare the whole student to be a contributing member of our society. No matter 
the size, your tax-deductible gift will directly help us to achieve that goal.

Your gift to our Annual Fund helps support:

• Tuition assistance for families in need

• Enhancements to academic curriculum

• Enrichments to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math)

• Maintenance and improvements of our facilities and grounds

• Faith-formation activities for students and staff

• Operational support of Viking athletics programs

For more information about these giving options, please contact the VASJ Advancement Office at 

216-481-8414 ext. 148. One-time and recurring donations can be made at vasj.com/donate.
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Faith. Family. Future.
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Join VASJ’s Young Alumni Association
Formed in 2021, the VASJ Young Alumni Association (YAA) is a committee-based alliance consisting of VASJ graduates ages 35 and younger. Any VASJ graduate who is age 35 or younger is automatically a member of the association. In serving this specific range of graduates, the YAA looks to engage and serve alumni through young adulthood as they begin college, careers and setting their own paths.

Learn more about the VASJ Young Alumni Association by visiting vasj.com/youngalumni.
If  you're interested in joining a committee of the VASJ Young Alumni Association, contact the Alumni Office at alumni@vasj.com.

@vasjyoungalumni


